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Source: Cavagnaro & Curiel, 2012 & 2018
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Curriculum under siege
Culinary art and 

management

Tourism 
management

Event 
management

Hospitality 
studies

Business ethics

CSR

Sustainability

17 UNSDGs!



Escaping from the siege

Case A: redesign an existing curriculum 
using integrative themes

Case B: redesign an existing curriculum 
through linking to the UNSDG

Case C: design a new curriculum on the 
basis of the UNSDG



Case A: Fontys University of Applied Sciences 

Redesign around integrative themes, i.e. 
sustainability issues that touch on different 
disciplines

Bring together a group of experts from the 
involved disciplines

Develop mono-, multi – and transdisciplinary 
curricular activities around the theme



Case B: NHL Stenden University of Applied Sciences 

Still under construction!

As an university we will focus on 3 to 4 
overreaching UNSDG

Each school will then choose its own focus



Case C: University of Groningen, Campus Fryslân

•Design of University College ‘Global 
responsibility & leadership’

•Curriculum designed around the SDG and 
the Three Levels of Sustainability 
framework (Cavagnaro & Curiel, 2012 and 
2018)

•Personal leadership & three majors:
▪Responsible planet 
▪Responsible humanity
▪Responsible governance

P

PP



The role of higher education: university operations

- If a sustainability strategy is not 
operationalised in an organisation’s 
operations it leads to greenwashing

- Which processes?
- Maintenance, i.a. buildings
- F&B
- HRM



The role of higher education: research

As in the case of the curriculum 
the choice is between build on or 
build in

- Build on: appointing 
alongside other professors a 
professor of sustainability 

- Build in: setting sustainability 
issues at the core of each 
professorship and research 
line



The role of higher education: external community

Local
National 
International



Concluding

Find your way to escape from the siege
be creative!

Please consider that sustainability is more 
than greening and includes alongside 
education, research, outreach to the 
community and all university’s processes

Include personal leadership development 
along sustainability related values such as 
empathy, compassion, and biophilia



Thank you!


